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CANS‐NY 0‐5 vs. CANS‐NY 6‐21
Domain

0 to 5 Unique items

6 to 21 Unique items

Caregiver Needs &
Strengths

Accessibility to Child Care

Child Strengths

Curiosity, Optimism/Positive Affect

Social Relationships w/Peers & Adults, Resourcefulness,
Resilience, Talents/Interests, Cultural Identity,
Spiritual/Religious

Child Needs &
Functioning

Attachment, Recreation/Play

Juvenile Justice/Legal

Child Development

Domain is unique to 0 to 5 version

Some Developmental items moved to extension module.

School/Academic
Function

Some items moved to Preschool
extension module

Entire Domain is unique to 6 to 21 version.

Child Risk Factors

Domain is unique to 0 to 5 version

Risk Behaviors

Self‐Harm

Suicide Risk, Self‐Injury, Other Self‐Harm, Danger to Others,
Sexually Reactive Behavior, Sexually Aggressive Behavior,
Delinquent Behavior, Bullying, Runaway, Eating Disturbance

ACES

Identical

Identical
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 Provides an opportunity for a deeper dive into
understanding the actionable items.
 Discussions on vignettes and ratings:

Benefits of
Using Practice
Vignettes?



Vignettes help us understand how our assumptions on a case
impact how we see a client’s needs and strengths.



They provide us with an opportunity to practice surfacing
disagreements about our perspectives on an individual’s
needs or strengths (pre-rating triangulation).

 Help us understand that establishing reliability is not
separate from our process of relating to, and working
with our children, youth, adult and family clients.
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 If there is no information in the vignette related to a
particular item:
 Rate the NEED a “zero” (no need)
 Rate the STRENGTH a “three” (no Strength)

Tips to
Rating a
Vignette

 Take the vignette literally—

don’t over think it
 Don’t make any assumptions

or add extra information
(from your knowledge base or
experience) into the vignette.
 Review the CANS‐NY User Tip

Sheet.
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Steps:
1. Read the practice vignette, “Theo”

Practice
Vignette
Activity

2. Break up into small groups
3. Rate domains A‐F in breakout groups
4. One member of each group reports the group’s final
ratings (link will be provided)
5. Return to full webinar for discussion
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Meet Theo
11 years old
Caregiver:
Grandmother

 Theo is a physically healthy 11‐year‐old boy who was hospitalized earlier this
month. Theo lives with his grandmother, who has raised him from infancy.
Theo has always been close to his father, who also lived in the apartment until
six months ago, when he was incarcerated for assaulting a police officer. Theo
did not see this incident. Theo has never known his mother, who left the
family when he was born. Theo’s grandmother reports that she knows Theo’s
mother to be addicted to meth and living on the street, and that Theo may
have been exposed to drugs in utero.
 Since his father’s incarceration, Theo’s behavior has continually deteriorated.
His emotions have been somewhat blunted, but he also has been periodically
threatening toward his grandmother at home and toward some of his teachers
at school. Theo was bused daily by his school district to a special education
setting because he has an IQ of 70 and exhibits very mild delays in motor skills
and speech. Until this semester, Theo was doing well in this setting and
seemed to enjoy school a great deal. About three weeks ago, Theo attacked
one of his teachers after she asked him to return to his seat; school support
workers had to intervene to deescalate and keep Theo from trying to hurt his
teacher. After this incident, Theo was hospitalized at the closest inpatient
child psychiatric unit. Theo’s school principal reported that school staff
is afraid of Theo and he will not be readmitted to school when he is discharged
from the hospital.
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 Theo has always had close, loving relationships with his grandmother and his
father. The family lives in an apartment building in a city, and Theo’s two aunts
and five cousins all live nearby. The family is supportive of each other, and
Theo’s aunts and older cousins help get him ready for school, take him to fun
activities, and watch him after school when Theo’s grandmother is still at
work. Until recently, Theo has gotten along well with his same‐aged cousins,
whom he has known all his life.

Theo
Vignette Slide
#2

 Theo’s grandmother reports that he began threatening to “hit,” “hurt,” or
“get” his cousins and her intermittently about six weeks ago. She says that
small things, like one of his cousins asking for a toy or her asking him to sit up
at the table, seemed to trigger these threats, and that she was not sure how to
handle this because she never had trouble with Theo’s behavior before. She
also reports that Theo had taken to spending time sitting alone in a corner of
the apartment rocking back and forth with an angry look on his face.
Grandmother is feeling quite stressed about what is happening, and her
daughters are now expressing concern about the safety of their children.
Grandmother is stressed about the possibility her daughters will refuse to care
for Theo while she is at work.
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 Grandmother reports that it has been harder, recently, to get Theo interested
in doing the many things that he used to like to do in his free time. The family
has always participated in the neighborhood community garden, for example,
and Theo always enjoyed helping with the garden chores. He did not want to
go to the garden with her in recent weeks, saying that the people at the
garden are “mean” to him.

Theo
Vignette Slide
#3

 Theo’s Grandmother reached out to her local community‐based service
agency after the school told her about waiver support services, because she
does not want Theo in a restrictive placement and is willing to support any
home‐based treatment plan that will help him return safely home. She is
committed to getting Theo home as quickly as possible and feels that as soon
as his aggression is stabilized, she wants him discharged.
 When interviewed, Theo reports that he is feeling scared a lot of the time,
because people are “being mean” to him and “saying things to him” all the
time. Hospital staff report that Theo is very quiet and keeps to himself. He will
talk to staff when approached directly, and willingly sits with the academic
tutor each day, but he seems guarded and gives them one‐word answers to
most questions. Theo tries to stay away from peers, and if they interact with
him, he tells them to ‘get away from me.’ Theo has not exhibited any violence
since his arrival. When questioned by the unit social worker he reported
that he thinks some of the staff is “trying to get me in trouble.”
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Review
Practice
Vignette
Ratings

13

 Remember, You will not receive credit or a certificate for the full
CANS‐NY General Live Training until you complete all steps of the
virtual course.

What’s Next?

 Be sure you are registered for Part #3.
 Begin the Self‐Directed Learning assignment by logging into this
training at www.tcomtraining.com and viewing the short video
presentation entitled: Understanding Health Homes Acuity Levels
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End of Part #2 of this 3‐Part Webinar Series
Thank you for your time
and attention!
Health Homes Serving Children
hhsc@health.ny.gov

PraedFoundation
@praedfoundation
TCOMconversations.org
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